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The Rural Isolated Task Force is a technical assistance project administered by 
the Division of Equal Education Opportunities. Southern, rural majority Negro school 
systems (242) have been cut off from Federal aid. The proposed Task Force will 
survey and make plans to ameliorate the educational problems of such school 
systems. Titles I and III of the ESEA are primary projected sources of support. (EM) 
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A COORDINATED APPROACH TO IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES IN MAJORITY NEGRO SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Richard L. Fairley* 

Chief, Southern Branch 
Division of Equal Educational Opportunities 
U. S. Office of Education 
Washington, D. C. 

Federal funds for education have increased substantially over the 
last few years. These funds are made available through various legislative 
titles , administered by separate program offices — often different 
government agencies — and all have unique requirements , guidelines and 
conditions for application. The U. S. Office of Education, alone, 
administers more than one hundred separate programs to aid in the education 
of the nation's citizens. 

Few of these programs are carried out entirely by the federal 
government. Most are partnerships which depend upon the active 
cooperation and initiative of state and local education agencies , 
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institutions of higher education, nongovernmental organizations, and 
individual Americans. This paper will highlight the technical assistance 
efforts of one project initiated by the U. S. Office of Education to 
enhance a partnership designed to improve educational opportunities in 
rural-isolated school districts with a majority Negro student population 
in the seventeen southern and border states. 

During Congressional hearings , the last two years , many comments were 
received as to the need for establishing a program of technical assistance 
for small schools in rural areas in order that federal assistance under 
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